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YOUR PAPER

checkyourpaper.panda.org
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Paper is Important for Societal Development 
and democracy
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WWF Living Planet report 2010: 
We are using 1.25 planets & rising ...

By 2050
Population—3 billion more

Income—2.8  times increase

Food—demand could easily 
triple

Paper Consumption- double?
Paper is one key commodity 
we need to think our footprint!
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Increasing market demand for food, fiber and fuel 
seriously impacts ecosystems

Agriculture

Aquaculture

Forests

Companies and 
supply chains drive 
global markets 
connecting 
environmental 
production impacts 
to final consumption 
productsSugarcane, 

Cotton
Livestock
Palm oil
Soy

Timber
Fibre 
Bio-energy

Wild-caught
Farmed

WWF´s PRIORITY COMMODITIES
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Chemical pulp mill

Mechanical pulp mill
Paper mill

Processing

User

Recycling

Incinerator
landfilling

forestry

Paper´s production chain is long and complex 
with multiple environmental impacts
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Unsustainable 
forestry

Check Your Paper – Key environmental 
impacts addressed

Well-
managed 
forests 

Recycled 
Fibre

High GHG 
emissions

Powered by 
fossil fuels

High Water 
Pollution

Waste to 
landfill

Zero Water 
Pollution

Zero             
Waste

Low GHG 
emissions

Powered by 
renewables

Negative Impact on Environment Low Impact on Environment
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Paper Product´s Total Rating: Categories

Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org

Passable (10-39 points): These products narrowly meet the 
minimum environmental requirements defined by WWF.

Fair (40-59 points): These products represent ‘better 
than the average’ environmental performance.

Good (60-89 points): These products are a good 
environmental choice.

Excellent (90-100 points): These products are environmental forerunners 
in the market, and highly recommended by WWF.
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How were the parameters selected?

What parameters are 
most commonly applied 
by the leading 
certification/eco-labelling
schemes?

How important the 
parameter is in terms of 
the environmental 
impact, i.e. threat to 
human and/or 
ecosystem health and 
vitality?

How significant the 
parameter is of the paper 
industry’s contribution to the 
global environmental 
footprint?

Is it a ‘signal-parameter’ – is 
the performance of one 
parameter usually linked with 
performance in other 
parameters?

Is there reliable data 
available for WWF to 
establish credible threshold 
performance values for 
rating?

Feedback from more than 30 
key paper sector players

What parameters are 
most commonly reported 
by transparent pulp and 
paper companies (CSR 
reports; Paper Profiles; 
EPAT)

AOX COD
BOD

TSW

Recovered
fibre

Virgin 
fibre

NOx

TTSFossil
CO2

SOx
VOC

P

N

PM
TRS

Color EMS

Recovered
fibre

Virgin 
fibre

Fossil
CO2

AOXTSW

CODEMS
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Weighting of Impacts

Responsible fibre 40% Climate 30%              Water 20%           EMS 10% 

The inevitable subjectivity involved in the weighting of impacts has been kept 
to a minimum by using a simple and transparent structure where each aspect 
is allocated a maximum of either 10 or 20 (40) points

Known and Legal origin 
Controversial sources eliminated  
Credibly certified/recycled 

Fossil CO2 emissions from 
manufacturing 
Waste to landfill
Fibre (recycled/certified)

Pollution from 
bleaching (AOX)
Organic water 
pollutants (COD/BOD)

EMS in pulp 
and paper mills
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Rating Scales for Responsible Fibre

Virgin Fibre -Credibly certified (FSC)
Post-consumer recycled    20 pt

Virgin Fibre -Controversial sources eliminated
Post/Pre-consumer recycled 10 pt

Virgin Fibre -Known and Legal origin 
Post/Pre-consumer recycled 10 pt

• Rating consistent with WWF´s Global Forest and Trade Network´s 
stepwise approach  
• All papers featured on the official list must come from legal sources
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WWF Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org

Global benchmarking tool and database for eco-rating of paper products 

All the main pulp and paper categories:
• Coated and uncoated papers
• Newsprint
• Tissue
• Packaging and board papers
• Speciality papers
• Pulp

Easy-to-use, virtual and free

Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org
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Check Your Paper – tool for responsible manufacturers 
and paper buyers

For Paper Buyers – purchasing tool 
helping to find, compare and buy products 
with the lowest environmental impact

For Paper Manufacturers – transparency 
tool to communicate in credible way on 
paper products´environmental performance

For WWF – virtual marketplace to promote 
trade of responsible paper products & 
transform paper markets ”greener” 

Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org
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User-Friendly, Credibility Through 3rd Party Audits 

Star-rating breaks this down into 
impact mitigation performance specific 
to forests, climate change and water 
ecosystems.

Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org

Paper products posted on the 
official list shall be audited by 
third-party certification 
bodies to ensure high 
credibility

A single percentage score for 
a product that indicates the 
quality of its production in 
terms of reduced 
environmental impact
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These companies have  already checked a 
selection of their papers

Check Your Paper
checkyourpaper.panda.org
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